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Abstract
The article provides a general overview of globalisation and internationalisation agenda and its influence on the 
development trends of academic research in pedagogy and education in the global context. The role of different 
stakeholders in research funding is discussed, special attention is given to the analysis of the role of governmental 
bodies in this process. Russia is taken as an example for further analysis of academic pedagogical and educational 
research internationalisation within the work of the Russian Humanitarian Science Foundation. A particular accent 
is made on the description of the Foundation activities, its aims, projects` classification and the process of expert 
evaluation of the materials. Within undertaken quantitative documentary research of the analytical information given 
in the Foundation Activity Surveys (2011-2014) and represented at the official website the author shows concrete 
steps being undertaken by the organisation to internationalise its academic research; concluding remarks are offered 
concerning concrete measures possible to contribute to the improvement of Foundation work in the sphere of 
internationalisation of its research activities.
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1. Introduction
Moderm world is dynamically changing and the main driving forces for these processes are concentrated within 
globalisation and internationalisation phenomena affecting all spheres of social life. The core of globalisation is seen 
in the “worldwide conditions that influence perceptions of space, mobility of actions, the nature of communication 
and orientations to social interaction” (Mitchell & Nielsen, 2012, p. 9) and internationalization “focuses attention on 
the intentional actions of individual, groups and social institutions as they actively seek to cross national borders in 
pursuit of social, economic, political or cultural benefits” (Mitchell & Nielsen, 2012, p. 10). Higher education is no 
exception. Internationalisation vigorously reshapes this sector demanding itegration of transnational elements into 
its whole load of activities (Knight, 1999) starting from the creation of “optimistic global education climate”
(Chigisheva, 2013, p. 375) and international entrepreneurialism (Mitchell & Nielsen, 2012, p. 12)  to massification
and internationalisation of academic research (Vincent-Lancrin, 2006, p. 170, p. 181) through collaboration 
(Mitchell & Nielsen, 2012, p. 10).
Academic research is understood as “research and development (R&D) undertaken in the higher education sector, 
including universities, polytechnics etc., and research centres that have close links with higher education 
institutions” (Vincent-Lancrin, 2006, p. 169). International data offered by Vincent-Lancrin (2006) demostrates that 
during the last decades academic research has significantly grown and knowledge-based orientation of economy has 
led to the increase of R&D expenditures and diversification of funding sources - government, business, foundations 
with private and governmental support etc. All these trends are characteristic not only for OECD countries but also 
for the Russian Federation where reinforcement of academic research is a condition for further prosperity of the 
country.
At present Russian research arena is represented by three governmentally supported foundations: Russian 
Foundation for Fundamental Research (1992), Russian Humanitarian Science Foundation (1994) and Russian 
Science Foundation (2014). Each structure persues its own objectives and provides support for specifically chosen 
research fields. It is worth mentioning that academic research in sciences and IT sphere in Russia predominates 
when humanititarian and social science studies get undeservedly less financial support and attention from the 
authorities and scholars. Thus, Russian Humanitarian Science Foundation being a self-governing state organization
and aiming to support humanities research and disseminate scientific knowledge in the society, is perceived as one 
of the key research playes within pedagogical and educational research domain. Being founded in 1994 on the 
Resolution of the Russian Federation "On the Russian Humanitarian Science Foundation" (1994) it continues 
supporting humanities and social sciences sector, reviving national research traditions in these fields, 
internationalising and widely disseminating resarch outcomes. 
2. Russian Humanitarian Science Foundation key activities
Russian Humanitarian Science Foundation annually announces several dozens of main, regional, international, 
target and publication project calls in all major areas of the humanities: history, archeology, ethnography, 
economics, philosophy, sociology, political science, law, philology, art history, psychology, problems of complex 
study of human, psychology and pedagogy. Selection and targeted support of research projects is implemented on
the principles of open competition on the basis of multi-stage independent scientific expertise. Each year Russian 
Humanitarian Science Foundation supports the following types of projects:
x research in humanities, including young scholars;
x interdisciplinary research aimed at establishing scientific foundations for social and human development of
Russia;
x publication of scientific papers and preparation of popular science publications on the results of research 
conducted within the framework of research projects financed by the Foundation;
x organization of different scientific activities within the framework of research projects, including 
conferences and seminars;
x organization of expeditions, field and sociological studies, research and restoration work required to get 
new data in the humanities;
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x research development including creation and acquisition of software required for the successful fulfillment 
of scientific projects (Federal'noe gosudarstvennoe bjudzhetnoe uchrezhdenie Rossijskij gumanitarnyj 
nauchnyj fond, 2011).
The Foundation supports scientists, regardless of their age, gender, academic degrees and titles, as well as 
affiliation and legal form of organization where the scholar works. Special attention is given to young generation of 
researchers who are possessing fresh ideas, ready for interdisciplinary scientific discourse within local, national and 
international environment, fully understand the values, objectives and expectations of the society based on 
knowledge and eager to promote the advising role of science and scholarship.
All applications undergo a multi-stage independent examination. Russian Humanitarian Science Foundation 
expert system is represented by experts and expert councils. Primary examination of applications of regional 
competitions is carried out by the regional advisory councils. Approximately 1500 of highly reputable Russian 
scientists with a PhD working in more than 390 scientific organizations and representing more than 50 regions of the
Russian Federation serve as members of the expert councils and independent experts of the Foundation. Since 2010
experts and members of the expert councils are elected by the Foundation due to the results of the open public 
competition which ensures greater transparency of the organisational activies and equal opportunities for Russian 
scientists to become experts and participate in the competitive selection of research projects. By 2011 the 
Foundation supported  more than 33 thousand research projects. Including more than 19000 research projects, more 
than 2500 projects for the organization of scientific events, more than a thousand projects of scientific expeditions 
and 5000 editions of scientific works. Total number of supported Russian scholars equaled 250 thousand 
(Federal'noe gosudarstvennoe bjudzhetnoe uchrezhdenie Rossijskij gumanitarnyj nauchnyj fond, 2011).
3. Research objective and methodology
The aim of the present research was to study, systematise and analyse documentary data sources, i.e. Russian
Humanitarian Science Foundation Activity Surveys (2011-2014) in relaton to the international research projects 
offered/fulfilled during the indicated time period. It should be done to formulate recommendations on the possible 
ways to improve the work in relation of further internationalisation of project activities.
Method triangulation is characteristic for the overall study, however as a key methodology we have chosen
quantitative documentary research method which is often used “to categorise, investigate, interpret and identify the 
limitations of physical sources, most commonly written documents whether in the private or public domain” 
(Mogalakwe, 2006, p. 221-222). It is mostly efficient with the systematic collection of data and longitudinal studies 
“as it may show how situations have evolved over time” (Cohen, Manion, & Morrison, 2008, p. 201). All analysed 
materials suited quality control criterias of credibility, authenticity, representativeness and meaning; they were also 
contextualised. Other methods used were analysis, synthesys, comparison and generalisation. 
4. Discussion of the research outcomes
Developing international scientific cooperation Russian Humanitarian Science Foundation offers joint calls with 
foreign partners. Particular emphasis is placed on the restoration and support of traditional research interaction 
between the scholars in Russia and CIS countries, support of the Russian language and reconstruction of the united 
cultural and research area on the territory of the former Soviet Union. 
Being an associate member of the International Association of Academies of Sciences the Foundation has strong 
connections with many overseas research institutions such as Academy of Finland, Ministry of Education, Culture 
and Science of Mongolia, German Research Foundation (DFG), House of Human Sciences (France), National 
Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) (France), Estonian Science Foundation, Greek-Russian Centre for Historical 
Research etc. 
Russian Humanitarian Science Foundation does international academic research on the basis of agreements with 
foreign foundations and organizations. International calls are offered in order to consolidate the efforts of the 
Russian Humanitarian Science Foundation and foreign partners to finance humanitarian research carried out jointly 
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by the scientists of the Russian Federation and foreign countries. Within Joint Calls the following types of projects 
may be supported (in different combinations as defined in the agreements with foreign partners):
x joint research projects carried out by research teams (up to 10 people) or individual scientists;
x joint research projects carried out by the international research team (10 people), consisting entirely of 
young scientists, including the head;
x joint research projects of interdisciplinary character performed by the scientific team;
x organization of joint projects within the framework of research project activities including conferences and 
seminars;
x joint project expeditions, field and sociological studies, research and restoration work required to get new 
data in the humanities (Federal'noe gosudarstvennoe bjudzhetnoe uchrezhdenie Rossijskij gumanitarnyj 
nauchnyj fond, 2011).
Table 1 shows distribution of the number of international calls offered within 2011-2014.
Table 1. Number of international calls offered (2011-2014)
Year Number of international calls
2011 11
2012 14
2013 13
2014 16
It is obvious that during the four studied years the number of international competitions was gradually increasing 
except 2013 however it is explained by the absence of the Joint Call within maltilateral Era.Net RUS program that 
was active with the Foundation only during 2012. The Foundation finances academic research and scientific events 
only of Russian participants of the supported international projects. Table 2 and Table 3 show the correlation 
between submitted and financed bids (overall) and submitted and financed international bids.
Table 2. Correlation between received and financed bids (2011-2014), overall
Year Number of submitted bids Number of supported bids
2011 9137 1945
2012 7972 1987
2013 6203 1605
2014 7966 1916
Note: The number of supported bids does not include the projects that continue. Calculation was done by the author using official information 
from the Foundation website
Table 3. Correlation between received and financed international bids (2011-2014)
Year Number of submitted international bids Number of supported international bids
2011 183 39
2012 160 42
2013 150 64
2014 220 76
Note: The number of supported international bids does not include the projects that continue. Calculation was done by the author using 
official information from the Foundation website
The data represented in the tables demonstrates direct correlation between the growth of the number of 
international bids and the number of supported international bids in 2011 and 2014, nevertheless it is missing in 
2012 and 2013 when the number of submitted international bids decreases and the number of supported international 
bids  stays almost stable or even significantly grows. It proves that the quality of the submitted bids improves year 
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after year but at the same time the interest in joint projects is not high perhaps due to a rather complicated 
submission process when two countries are involved in this process simultaneously.
The Foundation most actively develops international scientific cooperation with the Belarusian Republican 
Foundation for Fundamental Research and the Ministry of Education, Culture and Science of Mongolia. Thus, in 
2013 it was for the first time in the Mongolian studies that the comparative analysis of the language of Russian and 
Mongolian derbets was conducted. General and specific peculiarities of more than 400-year of  their own 
development in different territories have shown that  the language of derbets is slightly different from the oirat that 
existed in the ancient times. In 2013 a joint call with European partners was organised within the program Era.Net 
RUS that aimed to link Russia to the European Research Area, it was practically the first joint activity with 
multilateral funding scheme.
5. Conclusion
Widening access to all sorts of human knowledge, worldwide communication through various technological 
tools and new horizons opening in research characterize contemporary stage of Russia` transition to the knowledge-
based society. These processes expand national frames and lead to the awareness in the necessity of strong scientific 
interaction at the national and global level when dealing with multi-aspect educational and scientific challenges of 
the new millennium. 
Russian Humanitarian Science Foundation is playing a crucial role in this process but to facilitate 
international activities it seems necessary to
x increase geography and number of countries/scientific organisations participating in the academic research 
projects;
x popularise joint activities of the Foundation;
x attract sponsors and business for the realisation of international joint projects;
x simplify the submission process;
x introduce a special part of activities for young scholars who more often have better personal contacts with 
foreign representatives of the academy.
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